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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment and remarks filed on July 24, 2009. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 7/24/09 has been entered. 

3. Claims 1-36 and 43-49 are presented for examination and claims 37-42 are withdrawn 
from consideration. 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this office action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

5. Claims 1-12 and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lord, U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0002849 (hereinafter Lord) in view of 
Deshpande, U.S. Patent 7,464,172 (hereinafter Deshpande) and further in view of Holm, U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2003/0070181 (hereinafter Holm). 
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6. Lord and Holm were cited in the previous office action. 

7. As per claim 1, Lord teaches the invention substantially as claimed comprising: 

at least two media storage mediums, each of said storage mediums at least containing a 
substantially identical copy of a particular media selection ([0007]) (memories of PVRs 
containing common program); 

at least two media players structured to selectively deliver said media selection to a user 
from a corresponding one of said storage mediums ([0007])(PVRs delivers the media to 
users from the memories); 

each of said media player including a control assembly structured to selectively control 
and regulate delivery of said media selection to the user ([0019]); 
at least one of said media players being selectively designatable as a slave unit ([0031]); 
a master control assembly operatively associated with said media players ([0022]); 

a connectivity assembly structured to establish a communicative link at least between 
said slave unit and said master control assembly ([0020]; 18, fig. 2); 
said master control assembly structured to receive synchronization data of said media 
selection from each of said media players at commencement of delivery of said media 
selection, said synchronization data including a title and location designator associated 
with said media selection ([0031] and [0046]) (PVR sent out status message after every 
command is received, wherein the status message is received by the PVR that sent out the 
command); and 
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said master control assembly structured to receive from each of the said media players 
further synchronization data and to simultaneously and uniformly control said delivery of 
said media selection by said media players (PVR that sent out the command structured to 
send command (e.g., rewind, fast forward) to control the output of PVRs of synchronize 
program (i.e., simultaneously control and uniformly output)) ([0031]). 

8. Although Lord teaches said master control assembly structured to receive said 
synchronization data and to simultaneously and uniformly synchronize said delivery of said 
media selection by said media players and ([003 1]), however, Lord does not specifically teach to 
periodically poll each of said media players and to simultaneously and uniformly synchronize 
said delivery of said media selection by said media players based on said received 
synchronization data. Deshpande teaches periodically polling each of the media players to 
receive further synchronization data from each of the media players (col. 11, lines 3-9, 18-22, 
44-45; col. 12, lines 4-5) and to simultaneously and uniformly synchronize delivery of the media 
selection by the media players based on said polled and received synchronization data (col. 12, 
lines 23-37). 

9. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to combine the teachings of Lord and Deshpande because Deshpande 's teaching of polling 
synchronization data would allow the master media player and other media player in Lord's 
system to stay in synchronization. 
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10. Although Lord teaches at least two media storage mediums, each of said storage 
mediums at least containing a substantially identical copy of a particular media selection 
([0007]) (memories of PVRs containing common program); and at least two media players 
structured to selectively deliver said media selection to a user from a corresponding one of said 
storage mediums ([0007])(PVRs delivers the media to users from the memories), however, Lord 
and Deshpande do not teach that the media storage medium is portable storage medium. Holm 
teaches portable storage medium ([0052] and [0053]) (i.e., PVR includes portable storage 
medium). 



11. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande and Holm because Holm's teaching of portable 
storage medium would enhance the storage mechanism of Lord's and Deshpande's systems by 
including different type of storage medium for storing data such as media. 

12. As per claim 2, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 1 above. Lord further teaches wherein said control assembly of one of said media 
players defines said master control assembly ([0031]). 

13. As per claim 3, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord further teaches wherein at least two media players include a plurality of said media 
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players (14-1 to 14-N, fig. 2) communicatively associated with at least said master control 
assembly ([0031]) via said connectivity assembly (18, fig. 2). 

14. As per claim 4, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 3 
above. Lord further teaches wherein said control assemblies of a plurality of said media players 
may selectively define said master control assembly (col. 10, lines 47-49). 

15. As per claim 5, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 3 
above. Lord further teaches wherein only one of said control assemblies of said plurality of 
media players may define said master control assembly at one time ([003 1]) (one user of a PVR 
as Master) 

16. As per claim 6, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord further teaches including a plurality of said media players designated as slave units 
([0031]) (one of 14-1 to 14-N as Master and the other of 14-1 to 14-N as slaves). 

17. As per claim 7, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 6 
above. Lord further teaches wherein said master control assembly is structured to provide 
selective control authority over all of said slave units to a select one of said slave units ([0031]). 
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18. As per claim 8, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord further teaches wherein said storage mediums include digital storage mediums 
([0007]) (memory of PVR). 



19. As per claim 9, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 8 
above. Lord further teach wherein said digital storage mediums include any digital storage 
medium containing standard playback encoding ([0023]) (since the recorded program in the 
memory of a PVR can be playback on a display, the memory must have standard playback 
encoding). 



20. As per claim 10, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord further teach including a plurality of said media players designated as slave units 
and each of said media players including said storage mediums with said media selection 
([0023]). 



21. As per claim 1 1 , Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord further teach wherein said connectivity assembly includes a computerized network 
connection ([0023]). 



22. As per claim 12, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord further teach wherein each of said media players includes said connectivity 
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assembly structured to establish a communicative link with a computerized network ([0020]; fig. 
2) (each PVRs in fig. 2 includes interface to connect to the Internet). 

23. As per claim 34, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord further teaches wherein said synchronization data includes a location designator 
associated said media selection ([0031]). 

24. As per claim 35, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 34 
above. Lord further teaches wherein said location designator includes a time code of said media 
selection ([0031]). 

25. As per claim 36, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 34 
above. Lord further teaches wherein said location designator includes a track number of said 
media selection ([0031]). 

26. Claims 13-18, 29-30, 44-45 and 47-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lord, Deshpande and Holm in view of Bruck et al, U.S. Patent 7,143,428 
(hereinafter Bruck). 



27. 



Bruck was cited in the previous office action. 
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28. As per claim 13, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially in claim 1 
above. Lord, Deshpande and Holm do not teach messaging assemble to permit selective 
messaging communication to users of said media players while said media selection is being 
delivered to said users. Bruck teaches comprising a messaging assembly operatively associated 
with each of said media players, said messaging assembly structured to permit selective 
messaging communication to users of said media players while said media selection is being 
delivered to said users (col. 7, lines 35-40; col. 2, lines 36-40). 

29. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck because Bruck's teaching of 
messaging assembly would enhance the communication mechanism in their systems by allowing 
participates to simultaneously view a video program and participate in text communications. 

30. As per claim 14, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Lord and Bruck teach wherein said messaging assembly is structured 
to facilitate said selective messaging communication initiated by an operator (see Bruck, col. 7, 
lines 35-40; col. 2, lines 36-40, messaging initiated by users) of said master control assembly 
(see Lord, [0031], one of the users is configured to be master). 

31. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck for the same reason set forth in 
claim 13 above. 
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32. As per claim 15, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teach wherein said messaging assembly is structured 
to facilitate said selective messaging communication initiated by said users of said media players 
(col. 7, lines 35-40). 

33. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck for the same reason set forth in 
claim 13 above. 

34. As per claim 16, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teach wherein said messaging assembly includes a 
messaging interface operatively associated therewith and structured to receive a message for 
communication to at least one of said media players (col. 7, lines 35-43). 

35. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck for the same reason set forth in 
claim 13 above. 

36. As per claim 17, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 16 above. Bruck further teach wherein each of said media players includes said 
messaging interface (col. 7, lines 35-40) (each client includes messaging interface). 
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37. As per claim 18, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teaches wherein said messaging assembly is structured 
to permit selective communication of a message to at least a select one of said media players 
(col. 7, lines 35-40). 

38. As per claim 29, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teaches wherein said messaging assembly includes a 
text messaging assembly structured to communicate a message visibly utilizing a monitor 
associated with said delivery of said media selection (col. 7, lines 35-43; fig. 6; 84, fig. 3). 

39. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck for the same reason set forth in 
claim 13 above. 

40. As per claim 30, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Lord further teaches wherein said messaging assembly includes an 
audio messaging assembly structured to communicate a message audibly utilizing an audio 
system associated with each of said media player ([0032]). 

41 . As per claim 44, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 and 13 above. 
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42. As per claim 45, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 44 above. Lord further teach wherein each of the at least two removable media 
storage mediums is a conventional optical storage medium ([0042]). 

43. As per claim 47, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 29 above. 

44. As per claim 48, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 30 above. 

45. Claims 28 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Deshpande and Holm in view of Pantoja, U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/01 15598 
(hereinafter Pantoja). 

46. Pantoja was cited in the previous office action. 

47. As per claims 28 and 32, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 1 above. Lord, Deshpande and Holm do not teach a communication shell. 
Pantoja teaches a communication shell structured to deliver promotional materials to said user in 
association with said media selection ([0060]). 

48. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Pantoja because Pantoja's teaching of 
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communication shell would increase the functionality of their systems by providing a means for 
communication with the users while media selection is being playback. 

49. Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, Deshpande 
and Holm in view of Reed, U.S. Patent Application Publication 20080270570 (hereinafter Reed). 

50. As per claim 43, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 1 above. Lord, Deshpande and Holm do not teach verifying that each media selection is 
an authorized copy. Reed teaches a central authority structured to receive an identifier for said 
media selection on each of said portable storage mediums form each of said media players and to 
verify that each media selection is an authorized copy based on the received identifier, wherein 
upon verification, each of said media players having an authorized media selection is enabled to 
participate in said system ([0068], [0083], [0087], [0089]). 

51. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Reed because Reed's teaching of 
verifying that each media selection is an authorized copy would increase the security of their 
systems by preventing unauthorized copy of media content to access their system. 

52. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, Deshpande, 
Holm in view of Fasciano et al, U.S. Patent 5,467,288 (hereinafter Fasciano). 
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53. Fasciano was cited in the previous office action. 

54. As per claim 33, Lord, Deshpande and Holm teach the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 1 above. Although Lord teaches synchronization data includes an indication of the 
program being watched, however, Lord, Deshpande and Holm do not specifically teach a title of 
said media selection. Fasciano teaches wherein said synchronization data includes a title of said 
media selection (fig. 5; col. 7, lines 45-54) (name of the clip). 

55. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Fasciano because Fasciano 's teaching of 
synchronization data would increase the alertness of their systems by providing additional 
information to indicate the playback of a media is in synchronization. 

56. Claims 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Deshpande, Holm and Bruck in view of Pantoja. 

57. As per claim 19, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck do not teach a communication 
shell. Pantoja teaches wherein said messaging assembly includes a communication shell (101 
comprising windows 104, 105, 106, fig. 7) associated with a delivery of a message to said user of 
each of said media player ([0057]) (windows associated with a delivery of text to user of media 
player). 
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58. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja because Pantoja's teaching 
of communication shell would increase the functionality of their systems by providing a means 
for communication between users while media selection is being playback. 

59. As per claim 20, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 19 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said communication 
shell is structured to deliver promotional materials to said user in association with said message 
([0060]). 

60. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja for the same reason as set 
forth in claim 19 above. 

61. As per claim 2 1 , Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 20 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said communication 
shell includes a messaging display structured to be displayed on a monitor associated with each 
of said media player ([0057]), said messaging display including said promotional materials 
([0060]) (e.g., advertisements) and said message ([0057]) (e.g., text). 
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62. As per claim 22, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 19 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said communication 
shell includes at least one interactive link (URL/hyperlink 96), said messaging assembly 
including a messaging interface structured to permit selective activation of said interactive link 
by said user ([0056], [0057]). 

63. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja for the same reason as set 
forth in claim 19 above. 

64. As per claim 23, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 22 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said interactive link is 
structured to initiate delivery of additional materials to said user when activated ([0056]) 
(content retrieved from a hyperlink). 

65. As per claim 24, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 22 above. Pantoja further teach comprising a master processor 
assembly ([0038])(CPU) communicatively associated with said media players and structured to 
receive activation information associated with user activation of said interactive link from said 
messaging assembly of a particular media player ([0056]). 
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66. Claims 3 1 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Deshpande, Holm and Bruck in view of Zenith, U.S. Patent 6,5 19,771 (hereinafter Zenith). 

67. Zenith was cited in the previous office action. 

68. As per claim 3 1 , Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 13 above. Although Bruck teaches wherein said messaging assembly includes 
a messaging assembly structured to communicate a message visibly utilizing a monitor 
associated with said delivery of said media selection (col. 7, lines 35-40; col. 2, lines 36-40), 
however Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck do not teach video messaging assembly. Zenith 
teaches wherein said messaging assembly includes a video messaging assembly structured to 
communicate a message visibly utilizing a monitor associated with said delivery of said media 
selection (col. 7, lines 4-6, 18-28). 

69. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Zenith because Zenith's teaching 
of video messaging assembly would improve the communication in their systems by allowing 
users to utilize different type of communication instead of text communication. 



70. 



As per claim 49, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 3 1 above. 
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71 . Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, Deshpande, 
Holm and Bruck in view of Reed. 

72. As per claim 46, Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 45 above. Lord, Deshpande, Holm and Bruck do not teach verifying that each 
media selection is an authorized copy. Reed teaches a central authority structured to receive an 
identifier for said media selection on each of said portable storage mediums form each of said 
media players and to verify that each media selection is an authorized copy based on the received 
identifier, wherein upon verification, each of said media players having an authorized media 
selection is enabled to participate in said system ([0068], [0083], [0087], [0089]). 

73. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Reed because Reed's teaching of 
verifying that each media selection is an authorized copy would increase the security of their 
systems by preventing unauthorized copy of media content to access their system. 

74. Claims 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja in view of Du Val et al, U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0016820 (hereinafter Du Val). 



75. 



Du Val was cited in the previous office action. 
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76. As per claim 25, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 24 above. Although Pantoja teaches including a plurality of 
said interactive links (URLs, 96, fig. 6), however, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja do 
not teach said interactive links representing a user response to a query. Du Val teaches including 
a plurality of interactive links, each of said interactive links representing a user response to a 
query ([0025] and [0030]) (interactive data (list of hyperlinks, fig. 3) is response to a request for 
current live data from client computers). 

77. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck, Pantoja and Du Val because Du Val's 
teaching of interactive links would enhance the communication of their systems by providing a 
means for retrieving additional related contents via the utilization of pointers. 

78. As per claim 26, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 24 above. Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck and Pantoja do not 
teach receiving and processing activation information from a plurality of said media players. Du 
Val teaches including a master processor assembly (server 108) is structured to receive and 
process said activation information from a plurality of said media players ([0044])(server 108 
receive and process event selection from client computers). 

79. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck, Pantoja and Du Val because Du Val's 
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teaching of receive and process activation information would enhance the communication of 
their systems by providing a means for retrieving additional related contents via the utilization of 
pointers. 

80. As per claim 27, Lord, Deshpande, Holm, Bruck, Pantoja and Du Val teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 26 above. Pantoja and Du Val further teach wherein said 
master processor assembly is responsive to said activation assembly from said plurality of media 
players (see Du Val, [0044]) and is structured to communication instructions to said master 
control assembly in connection therewith (see Pantoja, [0038], [0056]). 

81. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-36 and 43-49, filed 7/24/09 have been 
fully considered but they are moot in view of new ground of rejection. 

82. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Philip C Lee whose telephone 
number is (571)272-3967. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM TO 5:30 PM 
Monday to Thursday and every other Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on (571) 272-6703. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Philip C Lee/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2448 



